
Appendix C

Allocation of CIL neighbourhood proportion monies 
for unparished areas of Dartford Borough

Arrangements are required for a proportion (15% set in CIL Regulations) of CIL 
income received from developments in unparished areas that must be spent on 
projects (not necessarily infrastructure) that support development in the area. 
Funded projects should address local neighbourhood priorities.  Unparished areas 
cover neighbourhoods in the north/west of the Borough from parts of Joydens Wood 
through to The Bridge, and including the town centre. 

‘CIL Neighbourhood’ funding can be applied to projects that only benefit a small 
local area or to strategic level projects where it will deliver outputs that meet 
demand arising from a number of neighbourhoods. In addition, where strategic 
projects in the Council’s 5 year IDP align with local priorities; CIL neighbourhood 
funding is encouraged to be applied alongside mainstream CIL funding and other 
external funding sources to enable delivery. 



Outline of potential process- for Dartford’s CIL Neighbourhood Fund

Annual programme starting from April 2018 (initial programme detailed below para 3.1)

Cabinet approval for CIL Neighbourhood Fund awards to 
identified projects

January 

Project Delivery 

 Funding awarded over one or more years
 Review to ensure project delivered  and monies used 

as proposed

Prepare draft annual CIL Neighbourhood funding 
programme, applying eligibility and prioritisation criteria. 
Projects that are to be delivered over more than one year 
will be identified and specific arrangements recommended

Annual report on project delivery of CIL Neighbourhood 
Fund projects Bids Submitted (throughout the year – final date for 

submission October) 

 Council Departments
 Local community groups/charities 

Ward members will be able to indicate support 
within bid submissions.

Publicity

 Council website/social 
media

 Community grants  media 
and contacts

 Ward members
 Events/Forums eg. 

Festival



1. Applications for funding

1.1 Projects can be put forward by community groups and Council departments 
submitting relevant information via an online form. An information brochure will be 
provided to applicants outlining requirements and providing guidance regarding the 
prioritisation criteria.  All forms and guidance will be provided through a specific web 
page provided on the Council’s website. 

1.2 Applicants will need to confirm, through signing a Conditions document that they 
will comply with eligibility requirements. Conditions and specifics of eligibility will 
vary in relation to the scale of CIL neighbourhood monies being applied for. This 
declaration will be used to confirm eligibility requirements below and additionally 
that monitoring/reporting requirements will be met. 

2. Eligibility

2.1 The following requirements must be met

 Can clearly demonstrate that the project will support demand arising from new 
residential and/or non-residential developments situated in the unparished area; or 
can address or mitigate pressures arising from new development in the locality        

 Community groups/charitable organisations must have a constitution, approved 
management structure, other policy statements (required by law as applicable), and 
applicable financial governance (in-line with the scale of funding sought) and can 
demonstrate clear feasibility that the project can be delivered during the funding 
period.  Applicants must provide evidence that they are not be in any form of 
financial difficulty and are of sufficient status to effectively manage the proposal. 

 Council Departments where it is demonstrated that the proposed project is outside 
of the Council’s core spending priorities and ongoing service delivery, and that 
project delivery is feasible and deliverable during the funding period. The project bid 
must be signed by the Director of Internal/External services and authorised by the 
Managing Director.

 Applications must contain a full estimated cost of the project which should be no less 
than £1000 and no more than £50,000.  It should include the specific amount of CIL 
neighbourhood funding being sought and details of match funding already secured 
or applied for. Bids will need to briefly indicate if/what other potential funding 
sources have been explored, and should not submit bids for CIL neighbourhood 
funding where the project is capable of having been provided through other sources. 
A reasonable level of evidence will be required demonstrating that alternative 
funding sources have been explored.  



 Legacy/maintenance arrangements been identified and are demonstrated to be 
feasible, where applicable 

2.2  Some projects/groups are likely to be ineligible for funding, such as previously 
funded bodies who did not meet monitoring requirements or due to other 
disqualifying events;

 Projects that should or could be capable of being provided through other  
mainstream  funding eg. park maintenance

 Projects that are started or have been delivered ie. not retrospective
 That support the primary purpose of religious or political groups 

3. Prioritising and further assessment of funding applications 

3.1 Weight will be afforded to each of the following criteria.  Therefore those projects 
that demonstrate the ability to meet all of the criteria below will be afforded the 
greatest weight in the prioritisation process:

a) Projects will be afforded weight accorded to the scale of development in the 
vicinity of the project, the extent to which it is meeting the needs of the new 
development or mitigating pressures on the local population resulting from new 
development

b) Has clear support of one or more ward councillor of the ward(s) in which the 
project is based. 

c) Can demonstrate that the project will address areas that are of concern to local 
communities eg. Evidenced through resident petitions, issues have been 
publicised previously etc.

d) The project has potential to be developed and delivered through partnerships or 
collaborative working 

e) Can demonstrate other match funding awards have been secured or likely to be 
will be secured.  

f) The project has the ability to address/provide the following:

Neighbourhood Project Type Types of project 
(this is not an exhaustive list)

Sustainable non-motorised 



Transport provision  Will improve or provide footpaths, cycle 
ways, cycle facilities, crossings, or 
support increased use of buses and 
trains

 Will provide wayfinding signage

Community 
 Refurbishment or provision of 

community facilities to enable them to 
provide new or expanded services to 
new communities

Recreation
 Provision/improvement of non-

commercial indoor or outdoor play 
spaces; including upgrades to existing 
facilities where this is demonstrated to 
be required. 

 Provision/improvement of pitches or 
other sports areas such as multi-use 
games areas

Public realm
 Improvements at publically accessible 

spaces/areas that are likely to be used 
by residents, including local art or 
supporting appreciation of local 
heritage.

 Safety/crime prevention projects such 
as lighting

Air Quality Improvements Electrical vehicle charging; air quality 
monitors etc

Environmental/ open 
space/ biodiversity 
improvements

 Improvements to public 
spaces such as allotments, 
water bodies and/or 
wildlife/habitats

 Projects that bring 
redundant land back into use 
as public space or  improved 
biodiversity use



3.2 The projects outlined above are considered to be most likely to fall outside of other 
funding sources such as the main CIL infrastructure fund. These neighbourhood 
project types are considered to align closely with the Council’s Corporate Plan and 
Core Strategy objectives particularly focusing on health, and well-being; environment 
and sustainability, safe and cohesive communities. 

3.3 Other types of projects that are able to demonstrate potential to support 
achievement of Corporate Plan and Core Strategy objectives, meet CIL Regulatory 
requirements, the eligibility criteria above   and are focused on supporting growth 
will be considered. 

4. Introduction of Dartford’s CIL Neighbourhood Fund

4.1 It is recommended that a small number of pilot projects, which meet the eligibility 
criteria and meet a high proportion of the priority criteria, are awarded CIL 
neighbourhood funding in the year 2018 /19.   In this initial year, internal Council 
projects  and applicable submissions by local groups made to the Community Grants 
Fund will be identified for funding. This will enable funding and legal arrangements 
to be tested and fully implemented, and provide time for an initial ‘learning curve’ to 
be achieved by officers. Whilst the Council makes awards of relatively small amounts 
of funding to community projects, the CIL Neighbourhood fund is likely to make 
significantly higher monetary awards for substantial projects. This will require a 
higher level of legal and financial scrutiny to ensure ‘proper process and monitoring’ 
are maintained.   An appropriate procedure will be developed; and authorised by the 
S151 officer. Experience gained through funding the pilot projects will be applied 
subsequently. Resource implications will also be kept under review. 

4.2 A further report setting out the proposed pilot projects will be submitted to Cabinet  
by March 2018.   Moving beyond March 2018 publicity (as set out in the process 
diagram) advising of  the ability to submit bids ,  web page, the  electronic brochure 
and application forms will be made available.. 

5. Monitoring and Reporting

5.1 It is envisaged that reporting of projects will vary depending on the scale of 
neighbourhood funding approved, in some cases this may be similar to the 
Community Grants scheme, through a self-assessment report and other materials 
through to audited financial records and more detailed reports on achievement of 
objectives.  Where possible reporting will consider how the scheme has contributed 
to Council objectives and will include qualitative performance data where applicable. 




